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2018 

 
Please join us for a book discussion 

in the meeting room at 7:30 p.m. 
on the following Thursdays nights: 

 
 

January  18, 2018  

Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult 

A woman and her husband admitted to a hospital to have a baby requests that their nurse be reassigned - they are 

white supremacists and don't want Ruth, who is black, to touch their baby. The hospital complies, but the baby later 

goes into cardiac distress when Ruth is on duty. She hesitates before rushing in to perform CPR. When her indecision 

ends in tragedy, Ruth finds herself on trial, represented by a white public defender who warns against bringing race into 

a courtroom. As the two come to develop a truer understanding of each other's lives, they begin to doubt the beliefs 

they each hold most dear. 

 

February 15, 2018 

Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi 

Summary: Two half sisters, Effia and Esi, unknown to each other, are born into two different tribal villages in 

18th century Ghana. Effia will be married off to an English colonial, and will live in comfort in the sprawling, 

palatial rooms of Cape Coast Castle, raising half-caste children who will be sent abroad to be educated in 

England before returning to the Gold Coast to serve as administrators of the Empire. Her sister, Esi, will be 

imprisoned beneath Effia in the Castle's women's dungeon, and then shipped off on a boat bound for America, 

where she will be sold into slavery. 

 

March 15, 2018 

Girl Waits With Gun by Amy Stewart 

Summary: From the New York Times best-selling author of The Drunken Botanist comes an enthralling novel 

based on the forgotten true story of one of the nation's first female deputy sheriffs. Constance Kopp doesn't 

quite fit the mold. She towers over most men, has no interest in marriage or domestic affairs, and has been 

isolated from the world since a family secret sent her and her sisters from city to country fifteen years ago. 

When a powerful, ruthless factory owner runs down their buggy, a dispute over damages turns into a war of 

bricks, bullets, and threats as he unleashes his gang on their family farm. The sheriff enlists her help, and it 

turns out Constance has a knack for outwitting (and disarming) the criminal element which might just take her 

back out into the world and onto a new path in life. Quick-witted and full of madcap escapades, Girl Waits 

with Gun is a story about one woman rallying the courage to stand up for and grow into herself--with a little 

help from sisters and sheriffs along the way. Through Amy Stewart's exuberant storytelling, Constance Kopp 

catapults from forgotten historical anecdote to unforgettable historical fiction heroine-- an outsized woman 

not only ahead of her time, but sometimes even ahead of ours. 



April  19, 2018 

Hag-Seed by Margaret Atwood 

Summary: Felix is at the top of his game as artistic director of the Makeshiweg Theatre Festival. His 

productions have amazed and confounded. Now he's staging a Tempest like no other: not only will it boost his 

reputation, it will heal emotional wounds. Or that was the plan. Instead, after an act of unforeseen treachery, 

Felix is living in exile in a backwoods hovel, haunted by memories of his beloved lost daughter, Miranda. And 

brewing revenge. After 12 years revenge finally arrives in the shape of a theatre course at a nearby prison. 

Here Felix and his inmate actors will put on his Tempest and snare the traitors who destroyed him. It's magic! 

But will it remake Felix as his enemies fall? 

May 17, 2018 

Maybe: A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles (very popular) 

Summary: In 1922, Count Alexander Rostov is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, and 

is sentenced to house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from the Kremlin. Rostov, an 

indomitable man of erudition and wit, has never worked a day in his life, and must now live in an attic room 

while some of the most tumultuous decades in Russian history are unfolding outside the hotel's doors. 

Unexpectedly, his reduced circumstances provide him entry into a much larger world of emotional discovery. 

June 21, 2018 

Commonwealth by Ann Patchett 

Summary: "One Sunday afternoon in Southern California, Bert Cousins shows up at Franny Keating's 

christening party uninvited. Before evening falls, he has kissed Franny's mother, Beverly--thus setting in 

motion the dissolution of their marriages and the joining of two families. Spanning five decades, 

Commonwealth explores how this chance encounter reverberates through the lives of the four parents and six 

children involved. Spending summers together in Virginia, the Keating and Cousins children forge a lasting 

bond that is based on a shared disillusionment with their parents and the strange and genuine affection that 

grows up between them. When, in her twenties, Franny begins an affair with the legendary author Leon Posen 

and tells him about her family, the story of her siblings is no longer hers to control. Their childhood becomes 

the basis for his wildly successful book, ultimately forcing them to come to terms with their losses, their guilt, 

and the deeply loyal connection they feel for one another." 

 

 


